

"17. A marking element fcfr indicating whether a pre-defined temperature condition 
has been maintained comprisi&g a first material capable of flowing above a 
predetermined temperature separated fi-om a second absorbent material by a heat 
disruptable barrier layer, the first and second materials being such that when the barrier 
layer is punctured and the predelermined temperature is exceeded the first material flows 
in the second material to produceaa detectable change wherein the heat disruptable barrier 
layer is comprised of a heat disruptable material associated with an element capable of 
being inductively heated by electrcmiagnetic energy to effect disruption of said material. 
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18. A marking element as claim*! in claim 1 7 comprising a lower layer which, 
together with the heat disruptable bamer layer, forms a reservoir for the first material, 
and an absorbent layer provided on the opposite side of the barrier layer to said reservoir. 

19. A marking element as claimed ii| claim 17 wherein the absorbent layer is overlaid 
by a transparent film. 

20. A marking element as claimed in cf^im 17 wherein the heat disruptable material is 
a film. 

21. A marking element as claimed in clai|i 20 wherein the heat disruptable material is 
a plastics film. 



22. A marking element as claimed in claims»17 wherein the inductively beatable 
element is provided on the heat disruptable mat^ial. 

23. A marking element as claimed in claim 17| wherein the inductively beatable 
element is provided by a conductive ink. 



24. A marking element as claimed in claim 23 \\^erein the conductive ink is a 
metallic ink or a graphite loaded ink. 
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25. A marking elemen&as claimed in claim 17 wherein the inductively heatable 
element is provided by me^l, carbon or an electrically conductive plastics or polymeric 
material. 

26. A marking element asVilaimed in claim 25 wherein the inductively heatable 

\\ 

element is of metal in the formiof a film, sheet or foil. 

27. A marking element as claj.med in claim 17 wherein the barrier layer is disruptable 
by radiofrequency energy. 

28. A marking element as claimed in claim 17 which is disruptable by microwave 
energy. 

29. A method of activating a marking element as claimed in claim 1, the method 
comprising subjecting the marking element to electromagnetic energy capable of 
inductively heating said inductive heatable element to effect disruption of the barrier 
layer. 
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30. A barrier material comprised of a heat disruptable material associated with an 

\ 

element capable of being inductively heated^by electromagnetic energy to effect 
disruption of said material 



31. A barrier material as claimed in claim 10 and comprising a heat disruptable 
material associated with an element capable of being inductively heated by 
electromagnetic energy to effect disruption of said material. 



32. A method of disrupting a barrier material as claimed in claim 30, the method 
comprising subjecting the barrier material to electromagnetic energy capable of 
inductively heating said element to effect disruptiontof the material,— 
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